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SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT ASSAD FROM PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . PLEASE SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH ASSAD TO DELIVER THE 
FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT 
ASSAD FOLLOWING UP ON MY LAST CONVERSATION. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

1 DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE TWO OPPORTUNITIES SECRETARY 
VANCE HAD TO MEET WITH YOU AND DISCUSS AT LENGTH WITH YOU 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 192565 

BOTH THE URGENT MATTER OF HOW TO PROCEED IN MAKING 
NEGOTIATIONS ON AN ARAB-ISRAELI PEACE MORE CONCRETE AND 
THE QUESTION OF STABILIZING THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. HE HAS REPORTED TO ME IN DETAIL ON ALL OF HIS 
TALKS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I BELIEVE THAT WITH YOUR HELP 
WE CAN MAKE IMPORTANT PROGRESS IN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS 
TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 
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IN ORDER TO TAKE A SIGNIFICANT STEP FORWARD IN SEPTEMBER, 

I HOPE IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR ME TO RECEIVE FROM YOUR 
GOVERNMENT YOUR SPECIFIC IDEAS OF WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE IN A PEACE TREATY. AS SECRETARY VANCE SUGGESTED 
IN HIS LAST CONVERSATION WITH YOU, SUCH A PAPER COULD TAKE 
EITHER ONE OF TWO FORMS. IT COULD PROVIDE ACTUAL TREATY 
LANGUAGE, OR IT COULD PROVIDE A SERIES OF DETAILED POINTS 
AS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEM DEALT WITH IN A TREATY. 

IN ORDER FOR US TO HAVE TIME TO PREPARE FOR FOREIGN 
MINISTER KHADDAM'S VISIT TO THE U.S., IT IS MOST IMPORTANT 
THAT WE HAVE YOUR CONTRIBUTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO 
THAT WE MAY HAVE TWO OR THREE WEEKS TO DEVELOP OUR 
OWN DOCUMENT BEFORE HE COMES. 

ON THE MATTER OF SOUTHERN LEBANON, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT 
WE ARE AGAIN STRONGLY URGING THE ISRAELIS TO CURB 
MILITARY ACTIVITY IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. AS OUR CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH THEM CONTINUE, I HOPE THAT WE MAY SPEAK KNOW- 
ING THAT YOU WILL BE DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE, AS WE ARE, 

TO PERSUADE THE VARIOUS FACTIONS TO ENFORCE THE CEASEFIRE 
IN THAT AREA AND TO MOVE AHEAD WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE SHTAURA AGREEMENTS. I BELIEVE WE ALL AGREE THAT 
STABILITY CAN ONLY COME WHEN THE CEASEFIRE IS ASSURED 
AND WHEN A LEBANESE FORCE CAN OPERATE EFFECTIVELY IN 
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THAT AREA. 

AGAIN, MR. PRESIDENT, THANK YOU FOR THE FRANK EXPRESSION 
OF YOUR VIEWS BOTH DURING OUR MEETINGS IN GENEVA 
AND DURING SECRETARY VANCE'S TRIP. SECRETARY VANCE AND 
I LOOK FORWARD TO THE DISCUSSIONS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
KHADDAM NEXT MONTH TO CONTINUE THE PROCESS THAT WILL 
ULTIMATELY LEAD TO THE PEACE TREATIES WE ALL SEEK. 

SINCERELY, 

JIMMY CARTER. 

END TEXT. 

3. PURPOSE OF HAVING YOU DELIVER THIS MESSAGE IS TO 
TRY TO ASSURE THAT WE WILL INDEED GET DRAFT LANGUAGE WE 
NEED AND TO GET WHAT MORE IS POSSIBLE ON SYRIAN PLANS 
FOR SOUTHERN LEBANON. IT SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT SARKIS 
AND KHOURY BELIEVE THEY NEED EFFECTIVE SYRIAN ACTION TO 
STOP PALESTINIAN MILITARY ACTIVITY AND TO MOVE THE 
PALESTINIANS BACK BEFORE THEY CAN MOVE THEIR FORCE 
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INTO THAT AREA. VANCE 
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